
• !"#$%!"#&'()*'+,,-'./0'%'The Bright Continent Breaking Rules and Making Change in Modern 
Africa'12'342,'(5,647*'
The One Book selection committee plans to bring Olopade to WCU in the Fall of 2016.  The author's 
journalistic account of life in modern Africa celebrates African ingenuity.  Aligned with the WCU 
Interdisciplinary Theme: Africa! More than a Continent, The Bright Continent provides WCU students, 
faculty, and staff an opportunity to enegage in a common intellectual experience with One Book.  One Book 
2016 is sponsored by the Office of Student Transistions, a unit in The Division of Student Success.  Most 
events* are open to the full university and local community.  For questions or to learn more about any of 
these events, please contact studenttransitions@wcu.edu or by phone at 227-3017.  Upcoming events 
involving The Bright Continent include:  

o 8*69*:1*;'!"<'!"#$'=>?""6'%'$?@"6<'+5A*'BC7D*E?''B*47C)D'B,A)7'F415*'
Join your peers in a round-table book discussion, facilitated by your peers, as you explore the 
themes and topics of The Bright Continent. 

o (G9,1*;'H<'!"#$'=#?""6'%'!?""6<'IJ'KA59C6A;6,L*'B,,:E?'M4)*5'3CLGALLC,)'N#'O4GC5C949*7'12'
3;P'Q4A;4'R;CDS9'
The Nature Map: To Feed, Fuel, and Build the Future'
Join peers for a faculty facilitated discussion to examine themes and topics of The Bright Continent.



digital stories of their learning experience.  All are welcome.  For more information, contact April Perry 
at alperry@email.wcu.edu or call at x3283. 

• [,X*:1*;'&<'!"#$'=H?""6'%'



• K4;GS'#@<'!"#&'=!?@"6'%'H?@"6<'+4;7,'B,,:'#@"E?'The Nile Project - Muysic, Citizen Engagement and 
Water Resrouce Management Panel Discussion'
Panelists:  
     Dr. Lane Perry, Director, WCU Center for Service Learning 
     Roger Clapp, Executive Director of the Watershed Association of the Tuckasegee River 
     



• 8*69*:1*;'!<'!"#>'=>?""6'd'&?""6<'IJ'FS*49*;E?''T)'0X*)C)D'UC9S'84:4;C94)eL'.**9'J0('4)7'TA9S,;'
,O'Sole Purpose<'K4))2'(S,):* 
 
WHY: To bring to life the story of Manny Ohonme and an inspirational example of service, engagement, and 
goal achievement. Manny was born in Lagos, Nigeria. After being given his first pair of tennis shoes at the 
age of nine, he began to compete in sports activities in Africa, specifically basketball. This is how an 
inspirational journey begins. Come learn more about how this young boy from Nigeria earned a full athletic 
scholarship to the US, became a technology executive, built an international citizen organization from the 
ground up – Samaritan’s Feet. 
 
HOW: Invite your students to participate in an unforgettable experience and story. Manny’s story will bring to 
life much of what we are discussing over the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 academic years. Seating is limited 



• [,X*:1*;'H<'!"#>'=#!?""6'%'#?""6<'IJ'KA59C6A;6,L*'B,,:E?''M*;L6*G9CX*L',)'TO;CG4)'Q*47*;LSC6'
Talk by WCU faculty member, Saheed Aderinto.  This is a Coulter Faculty Commons Leadership Event.  

• [,X*:1*;'H<'!"#>'=$?@"6<'IJ'KA59C6A;6,L*'B,,:E?''BCLC)D'O;,:'TLS*L'
This is a screening of the documentary Rising from Ashes an inspiring true story as told by Forest 
Whitaker.  The screening is in conjunction with the university's Africa! more than a Continent initiative and 
donations will benefit World Bike Relief which provides reliable bicycles to youth throughout 
Africa.  Presented by WCU Cycling Club and WCU Criminal Justice Club.  For more information, please 
contact O. Sefiha at opsefiha@wcu.edu or (828) 227-2176, or C. Hughes at 



• K4;GS'#$<'!"#$'=H?""6%$?""6h'K,A)94C)'Z*;C94D*'J*)9*;'W455*;2E?''B*G*69C,)'9,'J*5*1;49*'9S*'
T64;9S*C7'0^SC1C9'T77C9C,)L'
The Mountain Heritage Center opened the exhibit From Apartheid to Democracy: The Struggle for Liberation 
in South Africa on February 1 as part of Western Carolina University’s campus-wide learning theme, “Africa! 
More Than a Continent.” 

The original exhibit now has several additions, with loaned objects and new features contributed by WCU 
faculty, staff and students.  In celebration of the new exhibit features and their donors, the MHC will host a 
reception featuring traditional South African foods on Wednesday, March 16, from 4 – 6 pm on the second 
floor of Hunter Library. 

A companion exhibit, Cherokee Voting Rights: The Long Road to Suffrage, was created by Public History 
graduate students Justyn Kissam and Katie Welch.  

Hunter Library faculty member Katy Ginanni contributed a collection of South African cultural objects, music, 
and books.  WCU alumna and Office of International Programs and Services staff member Hilary Lindler 
loaned an original 1994 South African ballot, and worked with the Center’s staff to create a mini-exhibit 
telling the inspiring story of the Amy Biehl Foundation. 

Department of Geosciences and Natural Resources faculty member Rebecca Dobbs designed a map of 
South Africa’s provinces for the exhibit, while recently retired faculty member Luther Jones and WCU 
student Joshua Vanderpool constructed a set of prison bars to add to the depiction of Nelson Mandela’s 
Robben Island prison cell. 

The exhibit will be on view Monday – Friday, 9 am – 5 pm, on the second floor of Hunter Library through 
May 20.  Both the exhibit and the March 16 reception are free and open to the public.  For more information, 
contact the Mountain Heritage Center, 828-227-7129, mhc.wcu.edu. 

• T6;C5'H%V<'!"#$?'8*;4S'KAGS4'4)7'B,))C*'K74U47C 
Serah Mucha (project manager and public relations) and Ronnie Mdawadi (Kenyan country manager) for 
Kosmos Solutions International, an NGO working on sustainable development, women's empowerment, etc. 
in Kenya will be on campus.  Details will be forthcoming. 

• 




