Natural Resource Conservation & Management
Guide to Writing Laboratory Reports
(Updated Fall 2008)
All reports must be typed in 12-point fasuhd double-spacedith 1-inch margins

Title:
Your title should be descrip&vand suggest what your reprabout. LAB 2 is not an
acceptable title!

Introduction

The introduction has two functionk) to provide the context for the lab report and 2) to identify
the question(s) asked and the rational for doieddb. If appropriatehe introduction should
state the hypothesis being tested. [If you'retasting a hypothesis thehe overall purpose of
the work and a list of objectives shoulddieen] Begin the introduction by reviewing
background information that will enable the reatb understand the objective of the study and
the significance of the problem. Most ideasha introduction will come from outside sources,
such as scientific journals books dealing with the topic youeainvestigating, or perhaps from
class notes or the lab handouteltsAll sources of informatiomust be referenceahd included
in the Literature Cited (or References) satif the paper, but éhintroduction must big your
own words Rarely is it appropriate in scientific g to include text cpied directly from
sources.

Methods

The methods section of your report should desdrdae you collected and alyzed your data. It

should be clear from your introductiarhy you collected these specific data. Consider the

following when writing your methods section:

X Past tensenust be used — you already th@ work, so use PAST TENSE!

X Un-necessary details should be omittédioes not matter who did what, and it usually does
not matter in what order the data were autle (even though you have this information in
your field notes). For example, it does not mattat a crew of four collected the data, or
that Suzie measured diameters and Bob oreddree heights, nor does it matter that
diameters were measured before heights.do NOT include this information in your
methods. However, it DOES matter that diametas measured with a DBH tape and heights
were measured with a clinometer, so gbiould include this information

x Information to includethe location, all varidbs that were measured, and the type of

heights are measured, not taken.
x Data calculations and statistics

: Any calculations or statistit tests that you used to
summarize your data should be described. In ncasgs it will be usefub illustrate how
some values were calculated to allow yourrinsor to check your work. These calculation
details are often hidden indtblack box of spreadsheets.

x Did you use standard methods or techniGuésyou did, then it is usually enough to identify
the technique that you used (sometimes withation) without having to describe all of the
details of that technique. For exampleyali collected vegetative data using the Point
Quarter method, then it is usually enough &iesthat fact without going into all of the
intricacies of the method.







Conclusion

You should summarize your key fimgjs in a conclusion. The @utive is tohighlight the
important points that you observed or learnedesErshould have beereittified previously in

the results and discussion section (s). ddrclusion is NOT a place to introduce new thoughts
or ideas. For short lab reports you may not reesdparate conclusion section, but instead can
make your concluding statements in a single grazh at the end of éhdiscussion section.

Literature Cited or References

Again, in scientific writing, it igmportant that youite the sources of your information. When
citing references you must use the APA format liotine text and on a Literature Cited page.
You can find a complete listing of the guidelifesthis format online on the Hunter Library
website ahttp://www.wcu.edu/writingcenterfgirce.asp?page=apa_format.htrSlome of the
more common situations are presented below:

Citing information within your paper.

All citation informat ion in parenthesis
X Research has shown that men and women ussiggronouns in different ways (Martyna,
1978).

Authors name(s) are used in a sentence
x According to Stanford (1981), numerous differences...
X Rogers and Rosen (1989) found...

Author plus date mentioned in sentence folled by page number (when text is quoted)
x Kwitzel (1976) notes that "humeastic values in literature, gnce, ethics and society cut
across religious commitments and arenomon possessions of the culture” (p. 5).

Citing works in the Literature Cited sectidqfthe following demonstrates how to reference
common types of works, go to the website rafeesl above for all other types of sources):

Books
Nilsen, A. P., Bosmajian, H., Greshuny, H&.Stanley, J.P. (1977). Sexism and language
Urbana, IL: National Council ofeachers of English.

Articles in journals with continuous pagination throughout annual volumes

Sklar, E. S. (1983). Sexist grammar revisited. College English, 45, 348-358.

NOTE: The first issue for thgear starts with page 1, and@asubsequent issue picks up
numbering where the last issue ended, ltegpin higher and higher page numbers.

Articles in journals with separate pagination for each issue

Kamin, J. (1979). Writing: Painting with wasdJournal of Basic Writing, 2(3), 91-95.

NOTE: "2(3)" indicates the volume and issue narabrespectively. Because each issue starts
with page 1, the issue numhsressential information for gader interested in finding the
source.



Basic web sites:
Author/editor. (Year). Title. Reeved [access date], from URL
NOTE that if there imo date given, use (n.d.).

Prizker, T. J. (n.d.). An early fragmenotifin central Nepal. Retrieved June 8, 1995, from
http://www.ingress.com/~astart/pritzker/pritzker.html

NOTE that if there is no authorpy begin a citation with the title.

Example:

GVU's 8th WWW user survey. (n)dRetrieved August 8, 2000, from
http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gwger_surveys/survey-1997-10/

Internet article based on a print source:

VandenBos, G., Knapp, S. & Doe, J. (2001). Rifle=eference elements in the selection of
resources by psychology undergraduates [Edaat version]. Journal of Bibliographic
Research, 5, 117-123.

NOTE that this citation form is only used whee #mticle appears online in its original form, i.e.

the article has been electronicabganned and has no changes in format.

Document available on univetg program or department



Evaluation of writing quality

Reports with “A” writing quality have:
a logical progression of ideas
clear topic sentences
cohesive paragraphs
uses transitions between paragraph
references to supporting evidence are udadtles, figures, data, or literature
almost no word choice or grammatical errors

Reports with “B” writing quality have:
a logical progression of ideas
some clear topic sentences
some cohesive paragraphs
occasionally uses transitions between paragraph
usually uses references to supporting evidenee@ised - tables, figures, data, or literature



