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Tables and Figures  
 

• Place tables and illustrations in close proximity to the content they describe. 
• A table is usually labeled Table, given an Arabic numeral, and titled. Type both label and title 

flush left on separate lines above the table and



Note: In some instances, you will have more than one container such as in journal articles. The 
journal itself is a container, and the database where you found the journal is the second container. See 
examples below of how to cite a source with two containers. 

 
In addition, MLA lists optional core elements that can be included at the author’s discretion:  
 

• Date of original publication - If you include this date, place the year before the publication 
information and put a period after it. 

• City of publication - Only necessary if the book is published before 1900. 
• Date of access – If you suspect a work could be altered or removed (like an online entry), 

include the date of access at the end of the works cited entry. 
• URLs – Include these for online sources unless your professor says otherwise. 
• DOIs – If you source has a DOI, use that instead of the URL. 

 
About formatting your works cited page: 
 

• Center the title Works Cited at the top of the list, and then double-space to start your first 
entry. Double-space each entry. 

• The first line of each entry is flush with the left margin. The second line and any subsequent 
lines are indented ½ inch. Use the MS Word Format Paragraph function to create hanging 



• If you are referring to an entire source, or if a source has only one page, page numbers are 
unnecessary. If you are using a selection within a larger website with no page numbers, choose an 
alternative such as section name/number or designated paragraph number (do not count 
unnumbered paragraphs). See Electronic Sources with Authors and Electronic Sources 
without Authors. 

• Once you have cited a source, if you refer to that source again without citing any other source, 
you may simply put page number(s) in parentheses. This guideline applies only to consecutive 
citations of one source. 

• If you are using more than one work by an author, include the title of the work, or a shortened 
version of a longer title in parentheses. 

• If you introduce an author/title within a sentence, you need to include only the page number(s) in 
parentheses. See Author Mentioned in Text and Pages in Parentheses. 

• Page numbers, or their alternative, are always provided parenthetically. 
• For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors’ last names in the text or in the 

parenthetical citation. 
• For a source with more than three authors, et al. is used to signify there are three or more authors 

or editors, and it follows the first author’s last name. 
 

 
WORKS CITED EXAMPLES 

Below are the basic formats and examples of sources often used in research papers. 
 

 
BOOKS (PRINT)  

(See MLA Handbook p. 313-319) 
 
Books by a Single Author 

Pratchett, Terry. The Light Fantastic. Harper, 2013. 
 
Books by Two Authors 

Pratchett, Terry, and Stephen Baxter. The Long Earth. Harper, 2013. 
 
Books by More Than Two Authors 

Martinez, Diane, et al. Technical Writing: Comprehensive Resource for Technical Writers at All 
Levels. 





 
Article in Journal with Issue Number Only 

Brenton, Keith. “Winning Numbers: A Casino VP is Recognized as a Top Native American Young 
Professional.” Western Carolina Magazine, no. 2, 2013, pp. 39.  

 
Article in Monthly or Weekly Magazine 

Weintraub, Arlene, and Laura Cohen. “A Thousand-Year Plan for Nuclear Waste.” Business Week, 
6 May 2002, pp. 94-96.  

 
Anonymous Article in Monthly or Weekly Magazine 

“Town Election Time: Who’s In, Who’s Out.” Smoky Mountain News, 10-16 July 2013, p. 20.  
 
Article in Daily Newspaper  

Blake, Casey. “State to Close Asheville Abortion Clinic: Clinic’s License Suspended for Safety 
Violations.” Asheville Citizen-Times. 31 July 2013, pp. A1+. 

 
NOTE: The plus (+) sign indicates that the article continues on subsequent pages. 

 
Anonymous Article in Daily Newspaper 

“Chinese Musician Seeks Asylum in U.S.” Washington Post. 3 Sept. 1983, p. C3. 
 
Editorial or Letter to the Editor in Daily Newspaper 

Waldrop, Dave. “Have We Forgotten How to Imagine?” The Sylva Herald. 18 May 2022, p. A5. 
Op-ed. 

 
Film Review 

Kauffmann, Stanley. “A New Spielberg.” New Republic 13 Dec. 1993, pp. 30.  
 

 
NON-PRINT SOURCES AND UNUSUAL PRINT SOURCES  

 
Television or Film 

Hogfather. Directed by Vadim Jean, 



Oakes, Meredith. The Tempest: An Opera in Three Acts. Composed by Thomas Adès. Faber 
Music, 2004.  

 
Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph  

Rembrandt, Harmensz van Rijn. Aristotle with a Bust of Homer. 1653, Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York City. 

Heckman, Albert. Windblown Trees. Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
americanart.si.edu/artwork/windblown-trees-10179.  

 
Interview 

Conan, Neal. “Interview with Neal Conan.” Conducted by Jimmy Breslin. Talk of the Nation. 
Natl. Public Radio. WBUR, Boston. 26 Mar. 2002.  



 
Legal Source 

United States, Congress, House. Infant Formula Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2022. 
Congress.gov, www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7790. 117th Congress, 
House Resolution 7790, passed by House 18 May 2022. 

 
Pamphlet 

Washington, DC. Trip Builder, 2000. Brochure. 
Women’s Suffrage Pamphlet. Minnesota Historical Society, 18 May, 1917. 

www.mnhs.org/blog/collectionsupclose/8537.   
 
 

ELECTRONIC INFORMATION  
 
When citing websites and other electronic sources, your goal is to provide enough information to help 
your reader find them. Include the URL (or the DOI if necessary) for your sources so that readers may 
easily locate your source. Remember, higher quality websites provide more useful information. Further, 
because web sources can disappear, always download important web information to your files for easy 
retrieval during the research process. 
 
Basic Entry for Documents from Websites 

• Name of author, compiler, director, editor, narrator, performer, or translator. 
• Title of work (italicized if work is entire and independent; enclosed in quotation marks if work is 

part of a larger work). 
• If pertinent, title of official website (italicized), for example CNN.com, New York Times, and 

Google Maps. 
• If pertinent, version or edition, for example Vers. 1.2 and 13th ed.  
• If available, publisher or sponsor, for example Cable News Network, New York Times, and 

Google. 
• Date of publication (day, month, and year). 
• Include the URL address, starting with www. and ending with a period. It is not necessary to 

include the http://. 
• If a URL is longer than three lines, you may truncate it. See section 5.96 of the MLA Handbook 

for details. 
 
Not every website will have all of this information. The goal is to include as much of this information as 
you can, but if the website is missing something, simply move on to the next part of the citation 
information list. However, be aware that most high-quality websites will have this information readily 
available.  
 
See the following example, which includes the URL. 
 

Eaves, Morris, Robert Essick, and Joseph Viscomi, eds. The William Blake Archive. Lib. of 
Cong., 28 Sept. 2007. www.blakearchive.org/blake/. 

 
Works without Authors 

“After 3 Months of War, Life in Russia has Profoundly Changed.” The Associated Press, 23 May 
2022, apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-putin-politics-



Home Pages



It may be true, as Robertson maintains, that “in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the 



 


