
  
 
 

 
 

Spring 2023 Schedule 
Cullowhee, Main Campus (Tuesdays, 10am – 12pm) 

Asheville, Biltmore Park Site (Thursdays, 10am – 12pm) 
 

January 17 & 19, 2023 
Andrew Danner – Managing our Appalachian Forests 
Biography:  
Andrew Danner lives in Jackson County. He is the Western Forestry Associate for Asheville 
based non-profit professional forestry organization EcoForesters. Andrew helps to extend the 
mission of conserving and restoring Appalachian forests through education and stewardship in 
the 8 westernmost counties and beyond. More information about EcoForesters can be found by 



Environmental Policy. His scholarship, which integrates globalization and broadly defined 
aspects of human rights, has appeared in Human Rights Quarterly, the Journal of Private 
Enterprise, Sociological Quarterly, International Studies and a number of edited books. 
Recently, his research has centered on displaced and refugee students. 
 
January 31 & February 2, 2023 
Dr. Penny Smith – Baseball and It’s Relationships to American History and Culture  
Biography: 
Penny Smith obtained her Ph.D. in American history from Rice University. She also has an Ed.D. 
in educational leadership from UNC-Greensboro.  A former North Carolina Teacher of the Year, 
she has worked in the state’s public schools in multiple teaching and administrative capacities 
until her retirement from WCU’s College of Education. Her love of baseball may reach the level 
of “profound character flaw”. 
 
Presentation Outline: 
Baseball continues to be described as America’s national pastime. This presentation explores 
how baseball secured that label and concludes with whether it is still accurate. It’s combines a 
little baseball history, a little cultural history, and a synthesis of the two with speculation about 
changes over time. 



to ongoing research studies in WNC.  Microscope demonstrations and methods to reduce risk 
will be provided. 
 
February 14 & 16, 2023 
Dr. Casey Hurley – 6 Virtues of the Educated Person 
Biography:  
I attended Catholic schools in Appleton, Wisconsin, from 1958-1970. After earning a B.A. in 
English (1973) from St. Norbert College (DePere, Wisconsin), I taught English at Xavier High 
School (XHS) from 1974-77. I earned a Master's degree from UW-Madison in 1978. For three 
years I was an assistant principal at Stoughton High School (Wisconsin), leaving to become Lodi 
High School (Wisconsin) principal from 1985-1988. I received a PhD from UW-Madison in 1989. 
Since then, I have been a professor of educational administration at Western Carolina 
University, retiring in 2019.  
 
Presentation Outline: 
1. What does it mean to be educated? 
2. What are the qualities of the educated person? 
3. What makes a person educated? Uneducated? 
 
February 21 & 23, 2023 
Denise Drury Homewood – Cultivating Cultural Curiosity at Bardo Arts Center 
Biography: 
Denise Drury Homewood is Executive Director of the Western Carolina University (WCU) Bardo 



May 5, and the dynamic, Grammy-nominated wind quintet performing on Thursday, February 
23. 
Courtney Leonard, https://www.wcu.edu/bardo-arts-center/blog/posts/breach.aspx 
Imani Winds, https://www.wcu.edu/bardo-arts-center /blog/posts/imani-winds.aspx  
 
February 28 & March 2, 2023 
Russ Harris (Cullowhee), Erica Anderson (Biltmore Park) – WNC Economic Issues 
Biography for Russ Harris: 
Russ Harris is the Executive Director of the Southwestern Commission.  The Southwestern 
Commission is the regional council of governments for the seven far western counties in North 
Carolina, the towns within those counties, and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.  The 

https://www.wcu.edu/bardo-arts-center/blog/posts/breach.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/bardo-arts-center/blog/posts/imani-winds.aspx


overcoming their immediate health challenges.   
 
Presentation Outline: 
The first half of the presentation will review tips and insight about how nutrition can be a 
powerful driver of good health and longevity. After the break, we will explore what 
nutrigenomics is and how it can provide knowledge to improve health.  More information can 
be found at her website, www.NutritionDecode.com. 
 
March 21, 2023 (Cullowhee campus ONLY) 
Dr. Todd Collins – Power, Policy, and Politics: How the U.S. Supreme Court Works 
Biography:  
Dr. Todd Collins is the Steed Distinguished Professor and Department Head for the Political 
Science and Public Affairs Department at Western Carolina University.  Holding a law degree 
from UNC-Chapel Hill and a PhD in Political Science from the University of Georgia, Dr. Collins is 
an award-winning teacher and scholar.  His research includes publications on the behavior of 
judges, the role of attorneys, and media coverage of the Supreme Court.  He can be found on 
the WCU campus teaching classes in constitut

http://www.nutritiondecode.com/

