
  
 
 

 
 

Spring 2024 Schedule 
Cullowhee, Main Campus (Wednesdays, 10am – 12pm) 

 
January 17, 2024 
Dr. Casey Hurley – Developing an Educational Philosophy 
Biography: 
I attended K-12 Catholic schools in Appleton, Wisconsin, and graduated from St. Norbert 
College in 1974. I taught English at my old HS for three years.  





February 7, 2024 
Dr. Jeffrey Vickery – Christian Nationalism is Not Christian 
Biography: 
Since 2002 Jeffrey Vickery has served as co-pastor of Cullowhee Baptist Church alongside Rev. 
Tonya Vickery. For more than 20 years, he has taught as an adjunct professor in the WCU 
Department of Philosophy and Religion. He has presented numerous times to the LIFE@WCU 
group on topics related to topics of interest related to Abrahamic faith traditions – Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam.  Whenever he’s not preaching or teaching, he’s a proud father to two 
fabulous and talented adult daughters, both WCU graduates. Just for fun he loves to be on a 
trail going as far as possible, and then back again, before the sun goes down. In short, he loves 
living in Cullowhee, NC.  
 
Presentation Outline: 
Christian Nationalism is neither Christian nor good for American democracy. Yet recent political 
and religious voices have sounded a new call for Christian nationalism while not even trying to 
hide their goals of giving Christianity priority and superiority in American culture and politics. 
We will discuss some of the historical language that feeds Christian nationalism and consider 





 
March 6, 2024 
Sarah Steiner – Shifting Understandings of Gender and Sexuality 
Biography: 
Sarah Steiner is a librarian at WCU, and she has been a part of the campus community since 
2014. She grew up in the Florida Everglades and worked at Georgia State University Library in 
Atlanta for nine years, prior to moving to Cullowhee. Her areas of research interest include 
inclusive archiving, personnel management skills, and workplace culture. She is the co-founder 
of the LGBTQIA+ Archive project at WCU and is one of the founding members of Sylva Pride. 
She lives with her husband and daughter in Cullowhee and is bisexual.  
 
Presentation Outline: 
Have you noticed conversations about gender or sexuality are changing… and quickly? If yes, 
you aren’t alone. Please join us for an open and friendly intergenerational conversation with 
WCU students and employees on these topics. Have questions? Please bring them! The 
panelists will share their experiences and respond to your queries. The session will conclude 
with practical tips for your future conversations with your friends and family. 
 
March 13, 2024 
Drake Fowler – NC Arboretum 
Biography: 
Drake Fowler serves as the Deputy Executive Director of The North Carolina Arboretum in 
Asheville, an affiliate institution of The University of North Carolina System. His leadership 





program in chemistry, processing and potential health benefits of phytochemicals, and more 
recently in genomics, proteomics and metabolomics.  He also teaches a variety of Food Science 
and Human Nutrition courses, including Food Chemistry, Food Analysis, Advanced Food 
Processing, and Phytochemicals.  Dr. Wang obtained both his M.S. and Ph.D. from Iowa State 
University.  Dr. Wang won many awards, including the Regent Award for Excellence in Research 
by the South Dakota Board of Regents. Dr. Wang grew up in China and is a naturalized U.S. 
citizen. 
 
Presentation Outline: 
History of tea consumption 

1. Tea Chemistry  
2. Tea and Health 
3. Production and Processing of Tea 
4. Tea Politics  
5. Culture and Tea Tasting Demonstration 
6. Conversation on Geopolitical Issues on China 

 
 
April 3, 2024 
Luncheon 
 
Note to the membership: 
The above are the topics and speakers selected by the Curriculum Committee. This may change 
based on speaker availability. 
 


