
	
At	The	Catamount	School,	we	follow	the	NC	Course	of	Study	for	6-8	Social	Studies.	Social	Studies	
instruction	incorporates	multiple	viewpoints	and	sources	to	build	complex	narratives	exploring	
historical	events.	It	provides	opportunities	for	students	to	use	inquiry	and	critical	thinking	skills	to	
analyze	the	impact,	in@luence,	and	implications	of	government,	economics,	geography,	and	society.	We	
study	history	chronologically	to	allow	students	to	build	more	complete	narratives	of	historical	events.		
	
Sixth-grade	students	explore	ancient	civilizations	through	the	end	of	antiquity.	Topics	include	human	
migration	from	the	Great	Rift	Valley,	the	emergence	of	the	@irst	civilizations	in	the	Middle	East,	and	the	
expansion	of	humanity	across	Africa,	Asia,	the	Paci@ic	Islands,	Europe,	and	the	Americas.	Major	themes	
include	the	rise	of	large	cities	and	the	development	of	societal	structures	such	as	hierarchies,	religions,	
and	governments.	Students	analyze	the	de@ining	aspects	of	civilization	and	examine	how	civilizations	
vary	based	on	their	unique	features.		
	
Seventh-grade	students	explore	the	world	from	the	Middle	Ages	to	modern	times	with	a	heavy	lens	
through	Interglobal	con@licts	such	as	World	War	I,	the	interwar	period,	World	War	II,	the	Cold	War,	and	
current	con@licts.	Seventh	grade	mirrors	the	expansion	of	the	world’s	growing	awareness	of	cultures	
and	diversity	by	providing	diverse	narratives	and	perspectives	of	historical	events	to	build	a	greater	
depth	of	understanding	for	humanity	and	Interglobal	connectivity.	Seventh-grade	standards	encourage	
students	to	make	relevant	connections	to	their	daily	lives	by	studying	current	and	historical	global	
events	and	exploring	narratives	from	diverse	voices.		
	
Eighth-grade	students	explore	American	history	with	a	focus	on	North	Carolina.	Students	explore	
indigenous	history,	primarily	the	Cherokee,	the	foundation	of	the	United	States	and	its	founding	
principles	and	documents,	and	the	expansion	and	development	of	America	through	the	lens	of	
majority	and	minority	populations	throughout	the	American	timeline.	Eighth-grade	students	at	
Catamount	School	utilize	place-based	practices	to	connect	with	local	history.	Students	connect	with	
local	organizations,	including	the	Eastern	Band	of	Cherokee	People	and	The	Mountain	Heritage	Center,	
to	explore	hands-on,	primary	source	narratives	of	current	and	historical	events	concerning	the	people	
of	Appalachia	and	North	Carolina.		
	
Social	Studies	focuses	on	critical	thinking	skills	and	making	meaningful	and	relevant	
connections	with	the	content.	



• Crafting	a	compelling	question	to	guide	inquiry	research.	
• Constructing	a	research	portfolio	to	address	an	inquiry.	
• Access	agency	to	explore	history	that	is	relevant	to	the	student.	
• Analyze	modern	and	historical	events	to	build	a	deeper	understanding	of	humanity.	
• Explore	past	interactions	to	understand	modern	con@licts	and	connections.	
• Develop	complex	arguments.	
• Empathize	and	visualize	history	for	relevance	and	lessons	we	can	apply	today.	
• Understand	causation	and	continuity	of	events	by	exploring	history	through	a	chronological	lens.	
• Evaluate	government,	citizens,	the	complex	nuances	of	these	relationships,	and	the	historical	

implications	of	hierarchal	con@lict.	
• Develop	written	and	visual	responses	to	complex	historical	questions.	
• Build	graphic	organizations	of	information	to	display	deeper	connections	of	causation	and	

comparison.		
• Explore	local	histories	to	develop	a	deeper	sense	of	place,	and	its	connection	to	a	larger	history.	
• Interact	with	people	of	diverse	backgrounds,	making	larger	cultural	connections	to	their	sense	of	

place.		
• Analyze	the	effectiveness	of	government,	access,	con@lict,	and	reform,	in	America	and	abroad	

throughout	history.	
• Understanding	the	in@luence	of	geography	and	access	to	resources,	exploring	historical	and	modern	

conversations	concerning	energy,	access,	management,	and	conservation.		
• 


