
	
	
At	The	Catamount	School,	we	follow	the	NC	Course	of	Study	for	6-8	English	Language	Arts.	Our	
instruction	incorporates	the	deliberate	and	explicit	teaching	of	reading	skills	and	strategies	that	enable	
students	to	read	with	understanding.	In	the	middle	grades,	students	build	upon	their	learning	from	the	
elementary	grades	by	continuing	to	practice	active	reading	strategies	that	allow	them	to	self-monitor	
their	reading.	By	continuing	to	model	active	reading	strategies,	middle-grade	teachers	help	students	
become	more	pro@icient	readers.	Middle	School	ELA	instruction	also	teaches	skills	and	strategies	that	
enable	students	to	write	effectively	for	any	purpose	and	intended	audience.	At	The	Catamount	School,	
students	focus	on	the	following	features	of	writing:	support	and	elaboration,	organization,	style,	and	



• analyze	the	way	characters	are	introduced	in	books	and	interpret	the	authors’	use	of	@igurative	
language	

• analyze	the	language	of	text,	looking	closely	at	sentence	length,	pronoun	use,	and	the	English-
language	varieties	spoken	by	characters	

• identify	major	themes	and	relate	these	themes	to	guiding	questions	and	big	ideas		
• read	a	series	of	short	articles	and	other	texts	to	build	context	for	a	content	concept	or	larger	text	
• 	look	closely	at	the	way	the	author	describes	key	events	in	a	text	and	compare	it	to	how	those	same	

events	are	described	by	other	authors	
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