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I. Purpose 

 

Each Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) member’s primary charge is the protection 

of the welfare of the animals who are being used in research. To fulfill their duties, IACUC members are 

expected to be versed in federal regulations and WCU policies and procedures germane to animal care 

and use. This document provides an overview of IACUC member responsibilities and appointment.   

II. Scope 

This procedure is applicable to all members of the WCU IACUC.  

 III. Definitions 

Quorum: the minimum number of voting members that must be present at a convened meeting to 

conduct business.  

  

Conflict of Interest: a situation in which a person is involved in multiple interests and serving one 

interest could involve working against another. 

 

Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee: declarative body established to protect the welfare of 

animal research subjects used in research activities conducted under the auspices of the institution with 

which it is affiliated.  

Institutional Official: The individual who is legally authorized to act for, and on behalf of, the institution.  

 

IV. IACUC Structure and Member Appointment  

 

i. Basic Structure of the IACUC 

 

The IACUC must have at least 5 members, including: 

¶ at least one veterinarian, who serves as the Attending Veterinarian 

¶ at least one practicing scientist experienced in animal research 

¶ at least one member whose primary concerns are in a nonscientific area 

¶ at least one member who is unaffiliated with Western Carolina University 

¶ the Executive Director of Highlands Biological Station 

 

Additionally, the IACUC may include alternate members, who serve in the capacity of regular members 

when a regular member is unavailable to perform their duties. 
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The IACUC may also invite individuals with competence in special areas to assist in the review of issues 

which require expertise beyond or in addition to that available to the IACUC. Invitees shall not be 

allotted a vote.   

 

ii. Member Appointment 

 

The Institutional Official is the Chief Research Officer. The CRO appoints the voting members to the 

IACUC. The research compliance office is responsible for soliciting recommendations from a variety of 

sources including Deans, Department Heads, and current voting members of the IACUC.  

 

IACUC members serve 3-year renewable terms. There are no term limits. Members may resign at any 
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IACUC members are expected to behave according to professional standards of courtesy and respect in 

discussions with each other and about researchers. IACUC 
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the Attending Veterinarian interacts collaboratively with the research team (i.e., principal investigators 

and other researchers) when making critical decisions regarding animal health and welfare. 

 

xi. Alternate Members 

 

Alternate members are expected to have the same training and expertise as the regular member for 

whom they serve. They will perform the same duties as regular members, with the following 

stipulations: 

¶ 


