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Good Morning. My name is Dr. Alison Morrison-Shetlar and I am the Interim Chancellor of 

Western Carolina University – the westernmost campus in the globally-recognized University 

of North Carolina System. Our university is one whose mission is to serve our region and our 

community and that is reflected in the students we serve. Approximately 43% of Western 

Carolina students are Pell Grant recipients and 40% are first generation college students.  

Western Carolina University has enjoyed great success – strong enrollment trends for the past 





The following year, a cap on student fees limited their increase to 3% per year, helping to keep 

inflationary costs at a reasonable level.    

2016 also saw the creation of NC Promise, one of the country’s boldest experiments in 

providing a radically affordable college education.  

NC Promise sets tuition at $500 per semester for in-state students and $2,500 per semester 

for out-of-state students at three universities in the state: Elizabeth City State University, The 

University of North Carolina at Pembroke, and Western Carolina University.  



At Western, the program allows an in-state student who finishes their degree in 4-years to 

save approximately $12,000, an amount nearly equivalent to the total cost of attendance for 

one full academic year.  

Is NC Promise working? Unequivocally, the answer is yes. 

At Western Carolina University this fall, total undergraduate enrollment grew by 6.6%. The 

number of first-time, full-time freshmen increased by 10.5% and transfer students by 40.5%.  



Many of the students that have been brought into higher education by NC Promise are 

entering degree programs that will prepare them to serve our state in important ways.  

Western Carolina has seen tremendous growth in our engineering programs – meeting the 

demand of the high-tech manufacturing sector growing in our region.  

We’ve also seen growth in our health sciences programs, which train students in a number of 



Students like Gabriel represent our future global leadership, and there is nothing more 

important than insuring their access to a quality education. 

Another student who spoke with me about how NC Promise directly impacted her was Marcy 

Sammons of Gastonia, NC. Sammons dreamed of getting a 4-year marketing degree in high 

school, but when her senior year rolled around, the cost of a four-year university simply wasn't 

an option for her or her family. She was going to need to borrow the money she would need 

to attend school, and the thought of finishing a marketing degree with significant college debt 

was overwhelming.  

So, in the fall of 2016, Sammons enrolled at Gaston 



state. And I have no doubt that a college degree, especially one that does not leave the 

student burdened with crushing debt, can transform a student’s future.  

North Carolina’s overall investment in higher education, and the groundbreaking NC Promise 


